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City of Greenville, North Carolina



AGENDA 

Sign-In & Welcome

Tar River Legacy Plan

Information, Ideas & Conversations

Project Presentation

Visit Stations

Q&A Session, Visit Stations

10:45 AM - 11:30 AM

10:00 AM - 10:45 AM

Saturday, April 26th

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
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TAR RIVER

TAR RIVER LEGACY PLAN PURPOSE

7 Mile-Long River Corridor Study



TAR RIVER LEGACY PLAN GOALS

1. Create great destinations

2. Connect neighborhoods to the River

3. Make the riverfront  a special place for Greenville

4. Create linear multimodal access along the River 

5. Protect, enhance, and interpret the River



PROJECT SCHEDULE

WINTER 2014

Project Initiation

Public Meetings

Due Diligence & Analysis

Draft Master Plan

Final Master Plan

SPRING 2014 SUMMER 2014
LATE

SUMMER 2014

1 3

Master Plan Concept

2



OUR OBSERVATIONS



TIMELINE



CULTURE & RECREATION RESOURCES



AERIAL VIEWS



ECOLOGICAL / ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS

03.15.2014

HR&A Advisors

The East Group

Mulkey Engineers & Consultants

Davenport Transportation Consultants

 ENVIRONMENTAL 
REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

Tar River
Legacy Plan
www.tarriverlegacyplan.com



Wetlands                                   Boardwalks, Overlooks, Camp Platforms & Trails Additional Considerations:
• Riparian Buffers (Tar-Pamlico)
• Wildlife & Natural Vegetation
• Archaeological & Historic Areas

Floodway

100 Yr. Floodplain

500 Yr. Floodplain             Buildings and Other Structures Allowed (with conditions)

ECOLOGICAL / ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS  
Wetland and Floodplain Suitability 



OPEN SPACE & PUBLIC REALM

Park

Future Park

Cemetery 

East Carolina University

Boat Access Ramp

School

Nature Center

Library Water Resource

Existing Greenway

Greenway (Greenway
Master Plan Proposed)



LAND OWNERSHIP 

City (Non-Park Dedicated) Land Trust

City (Park Dedicated)

City (Future Park Dedicated)

Greenway (Existing)

Greenway (Greenway
Master Plan Proposed)

Pitt-Greenville Airport

Pitt County

State of NC

GUC Easement



LAND OWNERSHIP & ECOLOGICAL / ENVIRONMENTAL ASSETS 

Wetlands

Floodway

100 Yr. Flood

500 Yr. Flood

City (Non-Park Dedicated) Land Trust

City (Park Dedicated)

City (Future Park Dedicated)

Greenway (Existing)

Greenway (Greenway
Master Plan Proposed)

Pitt-Greenville Airport

Pitt County

State of NC

GUC Easement



CONNECTIONS & ACCESS

River AccessRoad Hierarchy 

Roadway Bridge

Rail Bridge

Greenway (Existing)
Collector

Thoroughfare

Greenway (Greenway
Master Plan Proposed)

Local

Park

Future Park
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACKCOMMUNITY FEEDBACK

18%

11%

7%

48%

1%

6%

BUS

BOAT

RUN/JOG

BICYCLE

WALK

DRIVE A 
PERSONAL 

VEHICLE

When you visit the riverfront, 
how do you get there?



COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

cleanriver
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outdoor

recreation

downtown

families
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commercial
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opp
ort
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ties

destination

town common

riverfront

do not develop

rentals
safe

Keep it n
atural

open space

picnic

beautiful

canoes

needs

kids

walk

mus
ic

kayaks

history

What do you enjoy about the riverfront, 
and what would you improve?

What is your vision for the 
future of the riverfront?



EXISTING ECONOMIC CONDITIONS



















PROGRAM OPPORTUNITIES



BLUE 
NETWORK

The River and the lakes

COMMUNITY
ASSET

The River as a focal point for 
community connections

CONSERVATION 
CORRIDOR

A careful balance between 
environmental conservation and 

community access

VIBRANT 
DESTINATION

A place to spend an hour 
or a weekend

RECREATIONAL 
EXPERIENCE 

FOR ALL AGES 
A great place, close to home, 

offering a diversity of activities

EMERGING THEMES



ECOLOGICAL / ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER AREAS

0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles I

WILD 
WEST

WILD 
EASTURBAN

URBAN/
WILD

URBAN/
WILD

Park

Wetland

Character Area Boundary Road

Water Feature
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Greenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway 
(Greenway Master Plan)



ECOLOGICAL / ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER AREAS

Wild West

Celebration of wild, 
natural areas

Creation of more 
landscapes along the 

River

Creation of dynamic 
recreation amidst wild 

natural areas

Enhancement of natural 
areas for diverse 
recreation uses

Wild East

Urban / Wild

Urban



DIVERSE RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 

0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles I

VIBRANT
PLAYFUL

ENGAGING

NATURAL
FOREST

WET
SPECIAL RECREATION

LAKE CONNECTIONS 

SCENIC
BEAUTIFUL
TRANQUIL

SECLUDED EXPERIENCE

BMX
ACTIVE RECREATION

CALM
TRANQUIL

NEIGHBORHOOD-ORIENTED
INTERACTIVE

CALM
TRANQUIL

NEIGHBORHOOD-ORIENTED
PHYSICALLY & VISUALLY CONNECTED

SPECTACULAR
SCENIC

MARSHY
WET

SECLUDED EXPERIENCE

WILD WEST               

URBAN

URBAN

URBAN

WILD
EAST            

URBAN/WILD

URBAN/WILD
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Park

WetlandGreenway (Existing)

Road

Proposed Greenway 
(Greenway Master Plan)

Water FeatureACTIVITY ZONES



BLUEWAY

0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles I

The Tar River 
& its tributaries

CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK

Park

Wetland

River

Water Feature

Greenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway
(Greenway Master Plan)

Festival- Anne Arbor, MI



0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles IExpand the 
existing 
network

GREENWAYS

CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK

Park

Wetland

River

Water Feature

Greenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway
(Greenway Master Plan)

S. Tar Greenway, 
Greenville, NC

NC Museum of Life & Science, 
Durham, NC Cultural Trail, Indianapolis, IN



0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles I
Establish 

a new trail 
connecting 

lakes

LAKEWAY

CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK

Fan Boat Tour, Everglades, Fl
Huntley Meadows,

Alexandria, VA

Lake / Pond

River

Lakeway

Park

Wetland

Water Feature

Greenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway
(Greenway Master Plan)



0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles I
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK

Link people to 
nature based activities

Park

Wetland

River

Water Feature

Greenway (Existing)

Neighborhood 
Connection

Proposed Greenway
(Greenway Master Plan)

Greenville, NC Greenville, NC



0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles I

CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK

RIVER CROSSINGS

Connect urban and natural resources

Park

WetlandGreenway (Existing)

Road

Crossing

Proposed Greenway 
(Greenway Master Plan)

Water Feature
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A SYSTEM OF RIVER CROSSINGS

SIGNATURE BRIDGES

Liberty Bridge, Greenville, SCSt. Louis Zoo, St. Louis, MO

Munich Zoo, Munich, Germany

Mungsten Bridge Park, Germany

Aveiro, Portugal

Millennium Bridge, London, England

Patapsco State Park, Maryland

High Trestle Trail, Des Moines IA
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5th St.

Mumford Rd.

HWY 264

River Rd.

Old Pactolus Rd.

PARKWAYS

CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK

Increase 
multimodal access

Park

Wetland

River

Water Feature

Greenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway
(Greenway Master Plan)

Parkway

Natchez Trace
 Parkway, MS
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VIBRANT
PLAYFUL

ENGAGING

NATURAL
FOREST

WET
SPECIAL RECREATION

LAKE CONNECTIONS 

SCENIC
BEAUTIFUL
TRANQUIL

SECLUDED EXPERIENCE

BMX
ACTIVE RECREATION

CALM
TRANQUIL

NEIGHBORHOOD-ORIENTED
INTERACTIVE

CALM
TRANQUIL

NEIGHBORHOOD-ORIENTED
PHYSICALLY & VISUALLY CONNECTED

SPECTACULAR
SCENIC

MARSHY
WET

SECLUDED EXPERIENCE

WILD WEST               

URBAN

URBAN

URBAN

WILD
EAST            

URBAN/WILD

URBAN/WILD

CONNECTIVITY FRAMEWORK

CONNECTING GREENVILLE TO ITS RIVER



0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles

*

*

*

WILD/NATURAL          
FISHING

BIRD WATCHING

SECLUDED EXPERIENCE

MARSHLAND ACTIVITIES       
BOAT TOURS

EXPLORATION OF MARSHLAND

BIRD WATCHING

HABITAT WATCHING (FLORA & FAUNA)

WETLAND CAMPING
CAMPING PODS

KAYAK/CANOE ACCESS
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PASSIVE RECREATION

WILD WEST

Park

Parking Area

WetlandGreenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway 
(Greenway Master Plan)

Water Feature *
Road

Fan Boat Tour, Everglades, FLBerkshire Boardwalk, Stockridge, MA

Baldwin Co, AL

Roanoke River, NC



PASSIVE & ACTIVE RECREATION

0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles

* * ************* ********** *

AGRICULTURE-BASED     
GROVES

GARDENS

GREENHOUSE

BOTANICAL GARDEN

ARBORETUM

AGRICULTURE RESEARCH

LAKE ACTIVITIES     
FISHING

ZIPLINE

BOARDWALK

ACTIVE/CONSERVATION   
BOARDWALK (MEANDERING)
NATURE WALK

GONDOLA

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENTS (FLORA & FAUNA)

NATURE ACTIVITIES
ADVENTURE COURSES

ZIPLINE

CANOPY TOURS

VIEWING TOWERS

RV & CAMPING
RV PARK

CAMPING

VIEWING TOWER

NATURE TRANSITION
BOARDWALK (MEANDERING)
INTERPRETIVE ELEMENTS

BIRD WATCHING PLATFORMS

LAKEFRONT LEISURE
CAMPING

PICNIC AREAS

BEACH

RELAXATION

LAKEFRONT TRANSITION
BOATING (FAMILY/PADDLE BOATS)
FISHING AREAS

VIEWING AREAS

EXTREME WATER SPORTS
CABLE SKI

JETSKI

LAKE ACTIVITIES     
FISHING (URBAN)
BIRD WATCHING (PLATFORMS)
ZIPLINE

INTERPRETIVE ELEMENTS

CAMPING
TREEHOUSE CAMPING

TRAILS AROUND LAKE

ACTION
BMX

MOTORSPORTS

SKATEBOARDING

HIKING

CLIMBING WALL

*
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URBAN / WILD

Park

Parking Area

WetlandGreenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway 
(Greenway Master Plan)

Water Feature *
Road

Sheldon Lake State Park, TX

Heron County Park, 
Danville, IL

Weedon Nature Preserve, 
St. Petersburg, FL

New York Bay, 
Sandy Hook, NY

US National Whitewater Center,
Charlotte, NC



US National Whitewater Center,
Charlotte, NC

ADVENTURE

URBAN / WILD

University of Florida Wildlife Sanctuary 
Jacksonville ,FL

Piiholo Ranch
Maui, Hawaii 

US National Whitewater Center,
Charlotte, NC

Take Flight
Kittery, MN

North Georgia Canopy Tours
Lula, GA



EXTREME SPORTS

URBAN / WILD

Etnies Skatepark
Lakeforest, CA

Missouri Sports Hall of Fame
Springfield, MO

Austin BMX & Skatepark
Austin, TX

Canada Sports Hall of Fame
Kimberley, B.C.



URBAN AGRICULTURE

URBAN / WILD

Arnold Arboretum
Boston, MA

Hartford, MI

Evergreen Brickworks,
Toronto, CA



LAKE ACTIVITIES

URBAN / WILD

Lake Ivanhoe,
Wakefield , NH

Middle Harbor Shoreline Park,
Oakland CA

Branch Brook Park
Newark, NJ

Wakesport Ranch,
Ft. Worth, TX



ACTIVE & PASSIVE ACTIVITIES 

0 0.4 0.80.2 Miles

* ** ****************************************

NEIGHBORHOOD TRANSITION
GREENWAY ACCESS

TRAILS AROUND LAKE

NEIGHBORHOOD ACCESS/WATER

WALKING/JOGGING

VIEWING AREAS

ACTIVE CORE
PERFORMANCE/STAGE

BOAT/CANOE/KAYAK LAUNCH

FOOD TRUCKS/RETAIL ROW

FAMILIES/KIDS (SPRAY PARK, CLIMBING WALL)
VIEWING PLATFORMS, BRIDGES, DOCKS

NEIGHBORHOOD 
WELLNESS
HEALING/WELLNESS GARDEN

WALKING/JOGGING PATHS

PARCOURSE

SCULPTURE GARDEN

NEIGHBORHOOD PASSIVE
PASSIVE GREEN

KITE FLYING

DISC GAMES

WATERFRONT SHELTER

PLAYGROUND

NEIGHBORHOOD 
ACTIVITIES

FAMILY ACTIVITIES

BOATING

GREENWAY ACCESS

VISUAL AND PHYSICAL CONNECTIONS

PLAYGROUNDS

KITE FLYING

DISC GAMES

FOOD TRUCK AREAS
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Coolidge Park,
Chattanooga, TN

Coolidge Park,
Chattanooga, TN

Woodsland Waterway
Woodsland, TX

Brooklyn Bridge Park
New York, NY

Toronto Music Park
Toronto, CA

Market Square
Houston, TX

Park

Parking Area

WetlandGreenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway 
(Greenway Master Plan)

Water Feature *
Road

URBAN 



URBANE ACTIVITIES 

Masonic  Amphitheater
Clifton Forge, VA

Sky View,
Atlanta, GA

Jamison Square, 
Portland, OR

Bike Share
Denver, CO

RDU Airport,
Raleigh, NC

Food Truck Park,
Huntsville, AL

Piet Oudulf Path,
Netherlands

Lyndon Sculpture Garden,
Milwaukee, WI 

Tidal Basin,
Washington, DC

River Common Park,
Wilkes-Barre, PA

URBAN 



FAMILY FUN
Dolores Park,

San Fransisco, CA
Museum of Life Sciences,

Durham, NC

Sevierville City Park,
Sevierville, TN

Williams Elementary School,
Auburndale, MA

Alice in Wonderland, Central Park,
New York, NY

Cumberland  Park
Nashville, TN

Jamison Park,
Portland, OR

URBAN 



HISTORY & INTERPRETATION

Downtown Mall,
Charlottesville, VA

Congressional Medal of Honor Memorial, 
Cultural Trail,

Indianapolis, IN

National Aquarium
Baltimore, MD

Civil Rights Trail,
Birmingham, AL

Nanchez Steamboat,
New Orleans, LAHistoric Steamboat,

Greenville, NC

URBAN 



Tanner Springs Park,
Portland, OR

Siskiyou St. NE,
Portland, OR

Scampston Walled Garden,
Yorkshire, UK

Aiden Lair Park,
Montgomery Co, PA

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

URBAN 
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LEISURE/WILD
BIRD WATCHING

FISHING

BOATING (RELAXATION)
UPLAND CAMPING/VIEWING
FISHING

CAMPING

VIEWING AREAS

ACTIVE
BOATING/KAYAKING/CANOEING

CAMPING

BOAT ACCESS

SHELTER

GREENWAY/TRAILS

HIKING TRAILS

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE

EASTSIDE PARK
DISCOVERY PLAY

MULTI-PURPOSE FIELD

DOG PARK

EXTREME SPORTS PARK

URBAN FARMING
COMMUNITY GARDENS

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
WATERFRONT CAMPING
CAMPING PODS

BOAT ACCESS

GREENWAY TRAILS

INTERPRETATION

G
R

E
E

N
V

IL
L
E

 B
LV

D
.

ACTIVE & PASSIVE RECREATION 

Park

Parking Area

WetlandGreenway (Existing)

Proposed Greenway 
(Greenway Master Plan)

Water Feature *
Road

WILD EAST

Baldwin Co, AL



PRELIMINARY FRAMEWORK

THE CONCEPT

Access Areas

Existing Greenway

Existing Parks

Lakes

Tar River

Proposed Greenway [Master Plan]

Lakeway

Trails, Paths

Parkway

Green Streets/Connections

Pedestrian Crossing

Camping Pods/Areas

Picnic Areas

Viewing Areas

Boat Launch Areas

Observation Areas/Towers



PRELIMINARY FRAMEWORK

RESOURCES & PROGRAMS 

Access Areas

Existing Greenway

Existing Parks

Lakes

Tar River

Proposed Greenway [Master Plan]

Lakeway

Trails, Paths

Parkway

Green Streets/Connections

Pedestrian Crossing

Camping Pods/Areas

Picnic Areas

Viewing Areas

Boat Launch Areas

Observation Areas/Towers
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